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1995/1996 Recycling Rate Remains Constant 


Connecticut recyclers are very consistent. For the third year, based on data reported to the 
Department by municipalities and Connecticut solid waste facilities, the state recycling rate remained 
at 23%. We all need to help guarantee that the "23% stall” is just a temporary eee on the way 
Preliminary analysis of the FY96 data indicates that approximately 675,890 tons "eine oe 
were recycled in 1995/1996. Although the amount of material reported recycled 
dropped slightly from last year, so did the amount of MSW reported disposed 
(2,275,900 tons), resulting in a recycling rate that did not change. As always, due 


to reporting gaps, the reported recycling tonnages under-represent the amount of 
material actually recycled’. 





In addition to calculating the recycling rate, this year, for the first time, an attempt was made to 
estimate the amount of Connecticut MSW source reduced through backyard composting and 
grasscycling efforts. Based on responses to survey questions included in the annual municipal 
recycling reporting form, 43 municipalities received a total of 22,662 tons of source reduction credit 
(not included in the 675,890 tons reported above). Congratulations to those 43 towns for actively 
promoting programs which not only reduce the amount of waste generated and reduce the costs of 
solid waste management (primarily collection costs), but also save natural resources. If you are not 


grasscycling or backyard composting, you are missing out on a great opportunity. For more 
information call (860) 424-3365. 


Increasing the amount of material backyard composted and grasscycled is one of many ways that 
will help Connecticut rise above the 23% rate. We need also to make sure that recycling promotion 
is ongoing and exciting and kept in the forefront of people’s attention and that opportunities to 
recycle additional materials such as textiles are explored. Additionally, market volatility cannot be 
allowed to negatively effect recycling efforts. It is crucial, especially during times of decreased 
market value, that (1) material continues to be collected for recycling, guaranteeing manufacturers 
a continuous supply and thereby sustaining their commitment to using recycled feedstock; and, (2) 
that demand for products with recycled content continues to increase. Remember, there is no 
recycling unless recycled content products are purchased and used. 


To keep abreast of additional opportunities for reducing the amount of waste we dispose, increasing 
the types and amount of waste we recycle, and increasing the purchase of recycled content products, 
register for and come to one of the “How to Buy Recycled Products” seminars being held on April 
8, 1997 (Wethersfield) and on April 9, 1997 (Stamford) and to the “Connecticut Alternatives to 
Disposal Conference” which will be held on May 21, 1997. Please call 424-3365 for additional 
information on the seminars and/or conference. 


‘The recycling tonnage does not include glass, metal, and plastic recycled through the bottle deposit law infrastructure; 
nor does it include all the material recycled by the commercial sector (especially scrap metal); nor does it include automobile scrap 
metal, waste oil recycled by businesses or garages, or most of the storage batteries which are recycled through the storage battery 
deposit infrastructure. 





The Department of Environmental Protection is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer, and its programs and 
services are offered without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, or disability. In conformance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, the DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with 
disabilities. Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aids or services for effective communication should call 424- 
3035 or TDD 424-3333. G, ‘ 


Play It Again “Sand” 


The State Department of Transportation (DOT) estimates that roughly half the road sand deposited 
on state maintained roads will be collected this year through sweeping activities. Connecticut’s 169 
municipalities also apply road sand. The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Water 
Bureau, working with the Recycling Program, has developed guidelines for the recycling of road 
sand sweepings, entitled “Municipal Management Practices for the Reuse of Road Sand Sweepings”, 
February, 1996. 


The Department recommends, as a preferred method, the reuse of road sand sweepings by blending 
them into road construction aggregate material for use as fill under paved or impervious surfaces on 
construction sites. Aggregate recycling facilities and construction aggregate recyclers in your area 
can be found in the yellow pages under “sand and gravel”. The use of road sand sweepings as fill 
is permitted, although less desirable, and certain volume and siting restrictions are discussed in the 
guidelines. The guidelines recommend that the use of road sand sweepings as fill be coordinated 
through the municipal inland wetland enforcement officer and town sanitarian to minimize risks to 
surface and subsurface water supplies. For more information, or a copy of the Department 
guidelines, contact the DEP Recycling Program at (860) 424-3365. 


Revisions to General Permit for Recycling Facilities 


As many of you know, a General Permit to Construct and Operate Certain Recycling Facilities has 
been in effect since May, 1993. The General Permit addresses the following categories of solid 
waste facilities as they are defined in the general permit: 1) single item recycling facility; 2) limited 
processing recycling facility; 3) recyclables transfer facility; 4) drop site facility; and 5) satellite drop 
site facility. Any facility that complies with the requirements of the general permit, submits a 
registration form and fee to the Department and receives an approval of registration does not require 
an individual solid waste permit. In obtaining approval to operate under the general permit, the 
permit process is greatly simplified and the fees are reduced. 


The Department is about to issue a public notice of intent to issue a new General Permit to 
Construct and Operate Certain Recycling Facilities. The new general permit would allow for the 
collection at some of these facilities of additional commonly recycled materials such as: the 
collection and processing of untreated wood (in addition to brush) at single item recycling facilities 
and limited processing recycling facilities and the collection of untreated wood at recyclables 
transfer facilities; the collection of grass clippings at recyclables transfer stations, drop-site facilities, 
and satellite drop-site facilities; the collection of nickel-cadmium batteries at limited processing 
recycling facilities, recyclables transfer stations, and drop-site facilities; and the collection of tires 
(without rims) at drop-site facilities. 


A person to whom the Commissioner issued a certificate under the existing General Permit to 
Construct and Operate Certain Recycling Facilities may continue operations until the expiration of 
that certificate. To continue the operation of such facility beyond that date, the person must submit 
a completed registration form and applicable fee to the Commissioner no later than 180 days before 


the expiration date of the certificate. 


Copies of the proposed new general permit may be obtained from the DEP’s Waste Bureau Planning 
and Standards at 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106-5127, or by calling (860) 424-3022. Comments 
should be sent to the same address and will be accepted until 4:30 pm on April 30, 1997. 
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